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made of reeds, and cavattete1 dried in the sun, which these
people string in rows for the convenience of carrying home.
The captain then, seeing that he could no longer hope to
capture men, turned back, and conducted us to the house of
a poor chief, a friend of the Spaniards, and giving him a jug
of wine, a shirt, and some knives, with civil words entreated
him to lead hirn^to a place where slaves could be got; the
chief did not like trie Spaniards to go with him, but went off
one day with a party of his men, and returned the following
day, bringing sixteen Indians, with their hands tied behind
their backs. These he gave to our captain, who thanked
him very much, and promised another time to bring him
more gifts and more beautiful things.
Thus we returned to Cariaco ; the next day we reached
Cumand s and the governor sent the slaves off to Cubagua,
giving leave to the friends who had accompanied him to
return to their own homes. But they were attacked on the
journey by their enemies, who killed four of them; the rest
returned to Cumand to complain to the governor, and begged
that he would send some armed Christians with them, to
punish their common enemy. The governor expressed great
grief for what they had suffered, but said he could not do so
then, as he was required for a greater enterprise in another
direction; yet gave his word that he would not fail on a
future occasion to punish their enemies as they deserved.
These people therefore went away very discontented, cursing
the Christians and their rapine, the cause of their ruin.
The governor shortly after left Cumand with all his com-
pany, and coasting westward, went to Amaracapanna; this
was a town of about forty houses, and four hundred Span-
iards resided there constantly, who annually elected a cap-
tain. He, accompanied by about half his soldiers, went
1 This must be the genus gryllus, the devastating locust, which we
have seen used for food in Barbary. They are gathered by the Arabs in
groat abundance, dried, and kept as a winter provision. (Trans.)